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shall, who so often took his way across uncharted seas, and fortified his opin- 
ions by principle and logic, without the citation of a single case. That Mas- 
sachusetts did not succumb to the movement to an elective judiciary our 
author charges to the feeling that such a judge and such a judicial career 
could never have been secured otherwise than through an appointment for 
life. It is in point that the Michigan electorate retired from the supreme 
bench the great Cooley. 

The book is a very human document, picturing the great Chief Justice 
in his childhood home in the Barnstable parsonage which his father tried to 
maintain on the Cape Cod salary of 80 pounds a year, always largely in 
arrears; in his college days at Harvard, where he made Phi Beta Kappa, 
of which he was later president in succession to Edward Everett and im- 
mediately before Judge Story; in his years as a teacher and then a lavt-yer. 
He did not attend a law school for the very good reason that the first law 
professorship at Harvard was not founded until 1815, eleven years after 
the records of the Court of Common Pleas held at Plymouth show that 
"Lemuel Shaw of Barnstable was admitted an Attorney of this Court." The 
major portion of the book, naturally, is devoted to his life as a lawyer and 
jurist, but the author dwells at some length on his family, social, religious 
and political life. He gives an interesting account of Judge Shaw's prom- 
inent part in numerous typical Boston Societies, including his work for many 
years as a Harvard Overseer. All in all the book is a very readable and val- 
uable contribution, one that should have been made by some one long ago. 
Every lawyer will want to read it and every citizen may well do so. He 
was not merely a great lawyer and judge but also a man of fine character 
and inspiring example. One who had practiced before Taney, Story, Nelson 
and Curtis, among many judges, said of Shaw. "In all the qualities that make 
a great judicial magistrate, — in strength of intellect, in depth of mental vis- 
ion, in comprehensive grasp of every question, however difficult, that ever 
came before him, in application to it of the appropriate learning, and in the 
unquestioned and unquestionable poise in which he held the scales of justice, 
until one or the other ought to predominate, — I have known no man who 
was his superior." Edwin C. Goddard. 



Thb War and Humanity. A Further Discussion of the Ethics of the World 
War and the Attitude and Duty of the United States. By James M. 
Beck, LL.D., Late Assistant Attorney-General of the United States, 
Author of "The Evidence in the Case," with a Foreword by Theo- 
dore Roosevelt. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York and London: The 
Knickerbocker Press, 1917; pp. xxv, 397. 

This is a good book to have read on October 14, 1918, when many citizens 
were fearful lest the President's famous interrogatories might lead us into 
a German snare and snatch from us the fruits of victory. Though such fear 
is now happily dispelled and shown to have been groundless, nevertheless the 
book is most interesting as a prevision of the proper course of conduct in 
the similar crisis that confronted the country when the President was still 
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hesitating as to whether the country had the will to war, as perhaps every 
democratic leader must always hesitate until he is sure whither the people 
wish to be led. The book is a good one for a lawyer to read at any time 
both as a comfort to his soul and as a defense against critics of the profes- 
sion in these troublous times when there are threats that the "work or fight" 
provision is to be applied to advocates as well as to actors and athletes. The 
author is one of the foremost in that noble group of which the profession 
is justly proud, characterized by Ulpian as ministers of justice. In his earlier 
book "The Evidence in the Case," he turned away from the legalistic dis- 
cussion with its logical but conscienceless discussion of the "proximate cause" 
of the war, in which the unspeakable Teuton was wallowing, to a consider- 
ation of the moral responsibility for the War as disclosed by diplomatic 
records of the various nations involved. The present book is a sequel to 
the earlier one. It has the same lofty ethical tone, the same keen vision as 
to the direction of the path of duty, which happily in this present crisis coin- 
cides with the course of political expediency and international destiny. The 
various chapters give in somewhat elaborated form the substance of various 
addresses delivered by the author in that critical period of our history just 
before the United States entered the war. They are masterpieces of literary 
eloquence resting on an irrefragable basis of reasoning and inspired by the 
loftiest ethical spirit. The next to the last chapter on "America and the 
Allies," delivered before the Pilgrims Society in London at a luncheon pre- 
sided over by Viscount Bryce, in its graceful and gracious style equals the 
best efforts of the beloved author of our "The American Commonwealth" and 
the last chapter on "The Vision of France" reaches the high water mark 
of scholarly eloquence and sympathetic appreciation of our noble ally and 
defender of democracy. Its citation in closing of the song of the Revolu- 
tion "Le jour de gloire est arrive" has even more pertinence in these last 
days of October than on the date of Lafayette's birthday in September, 1916. 
As it was a good thing to reread Madelin's "The First Battle of the 
Marne" on July 15. 1918, the day on which in Ludendorf's words "the enemy 
eluded us" and on the midnight of which — still quotation — "we suspended 
operations", so now we may reread these inspiring addresses which showed 
so clearly the proper course of national conduct in a crisis similar to the 
one now confronting us. Joseph H. Drake. 



